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Monthly 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

MINI5280 

Tribute to the past President - 
 
 I want to recognize Chuck Maybee for his 
contributions to the club as President over 
the last two years and continue to thank 
him for all of the help that I'll need in my 
first few months as president. Among 
many other things Chuck has grown the 
club's membership to the most it's ever 
been, ensured that there was an event or 
a ride scheduled every month for the last 
two years, and resurrected the newslet-
ter.  Thanks to him we are all a part of one 
of the premier Mini Clubs in the nation - 
an accomplishment that I will strive to rep-
licate.   

 
The New Officers - 
 
 As of January 1, 2010 the former officers 
are relieved and their replacements are:  
Jeremy Nelson - Vice President, Kim 
Stone - Treasurer, and Teena Craighill - 
Secretary.  Everyone should congratulate 
them as soon as possible if you haven't 
already had the chance; we have an 
amazing act to follow and will strive to 
keep the club running as smoothly as pos-
sible. 

 
Some History for the New Year - 
 
With the first decade of the 2000's down 
MINI5280 has been around for a good 
part of it.  As many of you know, I'm not 
exactly the club's most senior member, 
I'm probably in the bottom 20% consider-
ing the eight years that MINI5280 has 
been around but I did some digging and 
found some interesting facts. 
It all started on November 13, 2002, the 
same year that the MINI was re-
introduced, with Paul Bunting, Kelsey 
Baker, and Randy Webb running it.   
Ah yes, onto the great Yalla Yalla, 
MINI52802's local premier event on Octo-
ber 2, 2002 the founders created an event 
that would not only become tradition but 
an excellent reason for MINI owners 

throughout the region to get some motor-
ing in before the dreaded Colorado win-
ter.  Somewhere around August 10, 2006 
MINI5280 put its name on the map with 
an event rivaling AMVIV and MOTD, that 
was of course MINIs in the Mountains.   
The founding years of MINI5280 sounded 
like good times, we've even had our own 
dark age (2003).  It's a history that I am 
proud to now be a part of and one that I 
want to push to be that much greater dur-
ing the next two years. 

 
On to the Future - 
 
We're hitting the ground running with the 
upcoming year, we'll have plenty of rea-
sons to come out and motor there will be 
a meet-and-greet, or greet-and-meet in 
January, we have a full month in Febru-
ary, and whispers of another DIY/parts 
swap day in March; there's plenty of op-
portunities before the sun comes back to 
get out and meet your members and as 
always suggestions for rides and/or 
events are always welcome.  We're also 
expecting to hear from MINI of Loveland 
soon about their grand opening, the last 
we heard is that they will be opening 
around Valentine's Day.  MINIs in the 
Mountains is already in the works and 
Yalla Yalla will be shortly thereafter. If 
there are any suggestions, questions, 
comments, concerns, or recommenda-
tions on either event we'll be glad to hear 
and welcome your input. 
 

The Next Presidency - 
 
It has already been said, I have very big 
shoes to fill; my response: "I've got small 
feet, but they're getting bigger".  Chuck 
has done a great job with the club and I 
will need his support as well as all of the 
past officers and each and every member 
of MINI5280.  The way I see it is that the 
boat won't sail without its crew.  The Cap-
tain does nothing but steer and without 
good, supportive members this club will 

be sitting around, dormant.  So I en-
courage everyone to come out to an 
event, come up with an event, post 
on one of our two forums, try to 
stimulate some of the more dormant 
parts of the club.  There will always 
be someone at an event, no matter 
how boring or just plain confusing it 
is, ask anyone who went on my Post-
Turkey Day Ride.  If you come up 
with something that you think is a 
good idea post it online, or e-mail 
me, we're always hurting for new, 
original ideas.  I'm looking forward to 
meeting everyone who I haven't met 
yet and sharing stories and experi-
ences.  Until then - 
 
Happy Motoring 
 
Joe Konrad 
President, MINI5280 
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CHILDRENõS HOSPITAL CHARITY RUN 

Andy Orr 

A raffle was held which generated $400 which the club 

matched and presented Ms. Barb Agnelli of the Childrenôs 

Hospital a check for $800. Two lucky winners received a 

super sweet remote controlled tricked out MINI and the 

grand prize winner a $300 gift certificate to Discount Tires. 

After a nice warm cup of coffee and an excellent tour of the 

grounds and facility, MINI5280 members departed vowing to 

return next yearðeven if its cold. Next the club motored 

down to the Goosetown Taven for some food and drink 

while watching the Broncos get thrashed by the Colts. Not 

the perfect ending but a great day none-the-less. 

Article by: Chuck Maybee 

Photos by: Don Suiter and Teena Craighill 

It was cold on December 13th, of course, but the task at hand 

proved to warm us all to the very soul.  Children forced by 

illness to spend the holidays in the care of the Childrenôs 

Hospital. Families distressed with the wellbeing of their small-

est members. What can we do but hope and pray for recov-

eryðthat and provide a small gift to help ease their days 

away from home. 

This year marked the 5th annual Childrenôs Hospital Charity 

Run and MINI5280 members stepped-up and made the holi-

days a little more pleasant for those children and families 

within the caring walls of the hospital. Many toys for all ages 

were collected and delivered. Ridemakerz donated six super 

sweet remote controlled tricked out MINIs and MINI5280 

members donated a Sunday morning and literally tons of 

toys. 
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My guess is that your MINI is as unique to you as mine is to 
me. Personal, fun, stylish and quick are among the many 
thoughts and adjectives that equate with the brand and my 
experience. However, my MINI, by pure necessity, has one 
more thing that yours probably does not ~ Accessibility. 

Let me explain. In May of ô00 I was enjoying personal and 
professional success at a level I could of only dreamed about. 
I had worked very hard and was enjoying a budding Wall 
Street career, a new house, fresh matrimony, and my newest 
and most favorite toy; A Honda S 2000 sports car. In most 
categories of life that we all abide and aspire I was riding an 8 
of a possible 10. Things were good. 
 
On the morning of June 1st I was out with some friends on a 
fairly strenuous but not overly exerting mountain bike ride in 
the foothills of Denver. Coming down dinosaur ridge I was 
going about 40mph, looked behind me to see where my bud-
dies were, and, in an instant, crashed ~ hard. Not your nor-
mal, ñuh-oh I see it coming kind of crashò but entirely different 
where I flipped unknowingly end over end and slammed into 
the side of the mountain. The pain was horrific, my mind was 
in a panic; I knew that this was an extremely bad and critical 
situation! I was rushed to Saint Anthonyôs hospital, literally  
read my last rites, and then endured 9hrs of critical care sur-
gery to piece together my broken neck and injured spinal 
cord. Within an instant I had gone from a virile 35yr old man 

to a life now known 
as quadriplegia. I 
was paralyzed from 
my shoulders down. 
No voluntary move-
ment or sensation 
from my chest to my 
toes. Seemingly my 
life was over, catas-
trophe. 
 

Nine years later, through excruciatingly hard work, Iôve re-
gained my career success, built a new, accessible home, sur-
vived a divorce, endured half a dozen surgeries, traveled ex-

tensively, have become a local and national disability advo-
cate and have essentially re-built my life. Now, despite my 
permanent paralysis and the challenges of wheelchair ac-
cess, my life is back to an 8. 
 
Once I accepted the fact that the Honda and I should part 
ways, about three years after my accident, I didnôt really envi-
sion the opportunity to ever enjoy a sports car again. Sure, I 
had modified two trucks and the requisite Minivan but not the 
kind of vehicle that offers endless smiles, adrenaline rushes, 
and personal expression. Technology wasnôt as advanced as 
it is today and the selections, due to design, ergonomics, cost 
and configuration were very limited. Then along came MINI! 
 
About three years ago I was volunteering at Craig Hospital, a 
spinal-cord injury model center here in Denver, where I spent 
the majority of my rehabilitation, and ran into another injured 
Craig graduate and his MINI. I watched him open the door, 
assemble his wheelchair from the driverôs seat, then transfer 
into his óchairô, lock it, and wheel away. It took about 2 min-
utes and I watched every movement and detail. I wheeled up 
to him and asked him about his car, a ô06 MINI Cooper R53. 
He gave me a little background, offered a few pointers and 
adjustment suggestions and then handed me the key. I 
looked at him, said: ñYou sure?ò (a devilish and anticipatory 
grin on my face). I transferred in, left my chair by the curb, 
adjusted the seat and the mirrors, and took off! Within about 
5 minutes I was enjoying the heck out of this car. Smooth, 
quick, quiet, incredible handling, gauges, toggles, switches, 

buzzers and sounds of many types ~ very cool! Within 10 
minutes I was sold, I had to have one. Initiating the birth con-
figuration sequence on the MINI website I created a Sparkling 
Silver ô07 ñSò with just about every ñpackageò available. The 
ordering process was a little frustrating locally but I ended up 
ordering CDCOOPR (my tongue-in-cheek homage to the leg-
endary DB Cooper) and expected delivery from Baron MINI 
(KS) in June ô07, approximately 7yrs after that 
catastrophe on the mountain. 
 
 

ACCESSIBLE MINI  



Page  4 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE MOTORING SOCIETY OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION JANUARY 2010 

Why the MINI works? Accessibility for anyone is relative. 
Some people are too tall, some are too, short, wide, etc. for a 
particular make or model. For a ówheelerô (wheelchair user) 
the challenges are wide and varied depending upon the user. 
The initial approach and unlocking sequence is good in the 
MINI. Either push a button on the door handle or on the key 
fob to unlock the doors. Then, although with some difficulty, 
pinching the latch within the door handle pops the door pretty 
well (this design could be improved slightly) allowing the user 
to swing the door fully open. The second challenge is door 
width. The wider a car door opens the closer I can get to the 
rocker panel and driverôs seat. Transferring from my chair to 
the driverôs seat, without the assistance of my leg function, is 
made much easier the closer I get. Trying to jump the gap 
between chair and seat is much easier when itôs 8 inches ver-
sus 1 foot (yes, 4 inches to a wheelchair user may as well be 
the grand canyon when it comes to height and distance). 
Once transferred into the driverôs seat I slide the seat all the 
way to the rear and lower the seat back almost flat (more 
MINI features). This cockpit space now allows me to reach 
outside the vehicle, pull the cushion off, quick-release my 
wheelchair wheels, unlock the foldable back and get ready 
to pull the pieces in. A quick flip of the passenger chair lock 
(excellent feature) allows me to push that seat forward and 
down creating a good sized space for rear cargo ac-
cess.  Once this sequence is in motion (45 seconds) I grab 
the wheels, lean them against the passenger rear window (I 
have the delete-a-seat kit). I then grab the folded frame of my 
chair, bring it across my chest, and gently place it in the back 
wedged in the sub-floor (canôt have any flying titanium when 
youôre cornering ;)). Then the cushion goes in the back, pop 
the seat up, slide it forward, seatbelt, and away we go. 
 
The general ergonomics of the MINI are excellent. As a quad-
riplegic (4 limb impairment) my finger dexterity is essentially 
non-existent. However, the switches on the dash and 
throughout are within good reach, easily accessed, and, lucky 
for me, donôt require nimble fingers. I can keep the key fob 
and cell phone in my briefcase, access the sport button eas-
ily, use the paddle shifters, or knock the gearshift into manual 
mode for higher RPM fun! The clutch-less transmission is like 

a gift from the heavens for a former manual drive junkie. 
 
Probably, the easiest and most inquisitive accessory I get 
asked about is my gas / brake arm and the ñnekkerò knob 
used for steering, higher speed cornering, etc. Essentially, 
the gas / brake arm (fully reimbursed by MINI) is attached 
underneath the steering column and extends, in my case, 
towards the driverôs side door which offers left hand control. 
The control arm pivots and has two very simple extensions, 
one to the gas pedal, and one to the brake. By simply moving 
the arm towards the floor you have acceleration. By pushing 
the arm forward, towards the bonnet, braking is then en-
gaged. There are no other modifications or accessible acces-
sories added, nor any interior changes. Everything else in my 
MINI is factory installed (stock) and offers other drivers stan-
dard normal gas / brake pedal function. 
 
Overall, the MINI is a great car! Wide doors offer good ac-
cess, interior space is very accommodating, the ergonomics 
are friendly and the simple control arm modification is sleek, 
unobtrusive, quiet and smooth. Outside the car itôs small and 
low body is reachable for wheelchair users who want to 
wash, wax and primp the exterior. With the bonnet opened 
the engine bay is also within reach if you need to add fluids, 
inspect, etc. 
 
Every time I get into my MINI I get a huge grin inside and out 
(the anticipation gets me psyched up and excited!) I never 
realized how much fun, spirit, and joy I was missing after hav-
ing abandoned my sports car experiences from the past. 
MINI has offered opportunity, resurrection and the waking of 
a dormant desire to strap myself in, put on the sunglasses, 
smile and set my hair on fire!  Letôs Motor!!! 
 
Thanks MINI! 
 
Article by: Chris Chappell 
Photos by: Rick Gonzales 

 
Chris has been a MINI5280 member since September 2007 

ACCESSIBLE MINI  
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MINI5280 MEET YOUR M EMBER 

Name Scott Rosenthal 

Nickname Scotty 

Date of Purchase (Mini) Started in 2002 

Dealer of Purchase Ralph Schomp 

Spouse Melanna 

Year Married 1983 

Is he/she a MINI Mania? A little 

Children Info 

Jessica 16, who is an excellent student, she takes the time to 

help Special Olympics kids with Ice Skating and loves Mini Coo-

pers. She got a 2004 Cooper for Xmas last year and just sold it 

for a 2005 Cooper S. 

Grandchildren No 

Address 8897 S. Miners Pl, Highlands Ranch, CO  80126 

Mods 2008 ï AFE filter, wheels and tires and graphics 

Color Red 

Employer / Type of Business RPM Motorsports ï Powersports dealership 

Position Service Manager 

Hobbies Track Days, sports cars 

Greatest Achievement Since College 

Having a daughter who is an excellent student, she takes the 

time to help Special Olympics kids with Ice Skating and loves 

Mini Coopers. 

Favorite MINI Memory Any track day at Second Creek 

A few favorite songs from the college days Aliceôs Restaurant 

My History with the MINI 

1st one 2002, then 2004, next 2006 then another 2006 (they 

came out with LSD), Now a 2008 Cooper S along with my 

daughterôs 2004 (just sold) now her 2005. 
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 AMVIV hotel group rate is open, plus design contest  

Update from Andrew Ross at AMVIV  

AMVIV is  moving to Aliante Station which is a brand new, absolutely beautiful hotel casino.  The hotel part is a bit smaller 
than Palace, and we will have the entire hotel blocked out for our attendees.  The parking garage is nicer than Palaceôs in 
several ways: 

1st, itôs quite a bit bigger so we can have the Boot N Bonnet show all on the top floor and actually have space to park well 
over 100 attendee MINIs up there at the same time.   

2nd, it has power more easily available than at Palace, so more vendors will be able to have power at their booths.   

3rd, it has proper drainage so the detailer can be on the top floor without worrying about getting other cars wet.   

4th (and best in my opinion) the ramp up to the 6th floor is a straight shot, so no more driving in circles through the garage 
to get up top!  This also means that vendors with large trailers will be able to get them up the ramp and have them actually 
at the BNB instead of 6 floors below. 

5th, 2 sets of elevators. 

6th, a sound system we will be able to tap into for announcements. 

The rooms at Aliante are gorgeous with all the amenities youôd expect from a new resort property in Las 
Vegas.   And to sweeten the deal, the rate is lower than you paid last year at Palace.   Rooms are $99 per 
night plus taxes.   You can book a room by phone at  1 -877 -477 - SOAR (7627)  and use group code  
S03MINI  or book online with this link http://tinyurl.com/yam6ej .  The hotel only has 200 rooms, so 
you if you want to make sure youôre staying at the ñhome hotelò, you might want to go ahead and book 
early.  

AMVIV 7 dates are March 25 th - 28 th , 2010  and the group rates are good from March 20 th  to March 31 st  
so you can make a real vacation of it if you want to.  

If we have a banquet this year, tickets will probably run around $36 or $37 a head, which is 1 -2 dollars 
less than last year in a much nicer room.  

If you have strong feelings that we SHOULD have a banquet this year, please email me and let me 
know.   We are only going to have the banquet if we are reasonably sure of at least 500 tickets sold.   The 

other thing I need include here is this:  

Do you want to get a free room at AMVIV7?   How about a free shirt in the special ñevent staffò 
color?  

Well hereôs your chance!  Once again we are asking the MINI community to 
help us out with the designs for the AMVIV shirt, hat and book cover.   The per-
son who submits the winning de- sign will receive 2 nights free at Aliante Sta-
tion during AMVIV7 (March 2010), a shirt with your design printed on it in the 
staff shirt color and worldwide recognition as the designer of the 2010 AMVIV 
shirt, hat and book cover.   Your shirt back design can include your signature or 
(small) company logo if you would like to promote yourself or your busi-
ness.  

This yearôs theme will be ñLucky number 7ò and weôve been throwing around 
ideas like dice with MINIs for the spots, slot machines, cards and such.   The de-
signs will have to work on the regular color shirts (red this year) and on the 
staff shirts (yellow) but otherwise, itôs up to you. 

If you are interested in this, please email me at AMVIVcontest@gmail.com  for specs and requirements and 
such.   If you want to see what past designs look like, head over to http://www.amviv.com/

2010 AMVIV UPDATE  

http://tinyurl.com/yam6ej
http://us.mc559.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=AMVIVcontest@gmail.com
http://www.amviv.com/design_contest.htm
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58TH ANNUAL RALLYE G LENWOOD SPRINGS  

The MG Car Club Rocky Mountain Centre invites you to join us for the 58th Annual Rallye Glenwood Springs, the 

oldest continuously held rally in the United States, on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 11, 12, & 13, 2010. 

Since its inception, the MGCC-RMC has sponsored the event, which began when a hardy group of sports car owners 

discovered the joys of top-down motoring in Colorado in MGôs that still had lift-off tops and running boards! The 

Rocky Mountains of central Colorado, with some of the most breathtaking scenery in America, formed the backdrop 

for the Rallye Glenwood Springs through fifty-seven previous years. Vintage and classic cars from as far away as 

California and Illinois have shared the twisting mountain roads with their newer counterparts for octane-related 

festivities. Enthusiasts have come from as far away as England to drive borrowed MGCC-RMC cars through such 

fabled Colorado mining towns as Leadville and Aspen on their way to Glenwood Springs. 

The weekend is a marvelous opportunity for car enthusiasts of every marqueðBritish, American, German, Italian, 

Japaneseðto join together for sunny days, cool nights, and unique events. The fun begins on Friday with a scenic 

Road Tour winding through the canyons and over the mountain passes from the Denver suburb of Arvada to 

Glenwood Springs. Saturdayôs main event is the Rallye Glenwood Springsða time-speed-distance rally to challenge 

both the novice and the experienced rallyist through the beautiful valleys around Glenwood Springs. The weekend 

culminates with the Banquet on Saturday night and the Car Show, Funkhana, and awards presentation on Sunday. 

To turn the trip to Glenwood Springs into a longer vacation, you can emulate Presidents Teddy Roosevelt and William 

Howard Taft in taking high tea in the historic Hotel Colorado and fishing the trout-laden Roaring Fork or Frying Pan 

Rivers. And you could add something the presidents never experiencedða thrilling gondola ride up the mountain to 

spend a few hours climbing through Glenwood Caverns, followed by a relaxing swim at the huge hot springs pool and 

spa in the evening. Also nearby are both ends of the spectrum for mining town explorersðcelebrity-filled Aspen in 

one direction and artisan-filled, former coal mining town Redstone and scenic quarry town Marbleðorigin of the stone 

for DCôs Jefferson Memorial and Tomb of the Unknown Soldierðin the other. 

Additional information and registration forms will be available on the MG Car Club, Rocky Mountain Centre website, 

http://mgcc.org/. You can also contact Glenwood Chairman Don Arnst at 303-940-4778, E-mail: vonarnst@msn.com 

or Publicity Chairman Steve Hart at 303-985-2763 or the Rallye Glenwood Springs stephen_hart45@msn.com. 

 

(Photo above shows long-time MGCC member Hazel Marble at the start line of the 1953 Rallye Glenwood 

Springs) 


